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(Special Lecture)  

At the Dawn of New Maritime Era – South Korea’s Role 

Ki-tack LIM, Secretary General Emeritus, IMO 
Secretary-General Emeritus Kitaek Lim (born 1956) studied Navigation at National 

Korea Maritime and Ocean University (1977), later earning a Master’s degree in Public 

Administration from Yonsei University’s Graduate School of Public Administration (1990) 

and a Master’s degree in Maritime Administration from the World Maritime University in 

Sweden (1991). He also completed doctoral coursework in International Law at National 

Korea Maritime and Ocean University. 

 

Mr. Lim began his public service career in 1985 as a Ship Safety Officer at the Korea 

Maritime and Port Administration. Over the next 27 years, he held various key positions in 

the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries and the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime 

Affairs, where he was responsible for ship safety, maritime administration, and 

international maritime affairs. During this period, he served at the Central Disaster and 

Safety Countermeasures Headquarters under the Prime Minister’s Office, as Permanent 

Representative of the Republic of Korea to the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

in London, Spokesperson of the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, and Maritime 

Attaché/Minister-Counsellor for Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs at the Embassy of 

the Republic of Korea in the United Kingdom. His final government post was as 

Administrator of the Korean Central Marine Safety Tribunal (Senior Executive Service, 

Grade 1). 

 

From 2012 to 2015, he served as President of the Busan Port Authority, before being 

elected Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 2016. He 

was re-elected for a second term, serving a total of eight years until 2023, during which he 

led the formulation and advancement of global maritime policy. 

Mr. Lim has also been active in the international arena, chairing the IMO Sub-Committee 

on Implementation of IMO Instruments and the Asia-Pacific Port State Control Committee, 

among other leadership roles. His distinguished public service has been recognized with 

international awards, including honors from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

and the President of Singapore. 

 

He currently holds the title of Secretary-General Emeritus of the International Maritime 

Organization, continuing to contribute to the advancement of the global maritime sector. He 

also serves in advisory and membership roles across a wide range of domestic and 

international institutions, and remains a leading figure in maritime and port-related 

associations and committees worldwide. 




